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Dear Earth Systems Community,
 
I hope you are all well and adapting to our new reality. The pace of
change has been dizzying over the past two weeks, but I hope you are
all finding ways to cope and connect with each other, and your friends
and families. Please know that your dedicated Earth Systems team is
here for you and is working tirelessly to support your education in
these uncertain times. 
 
We know that everyone’s situation is unique, and you must all be feeling
different pressures and stressors. Please reach out to myself, or any of
the Earth Systems staff, student advisors, academic advisors, and
faculty if you need help. We may not have all the answers, but we will
do our best to find them for you. Indeed, hearing from you will help us
craft appropriate support structures for our Earth Systems community. 
 
In the meantime, we are working to implement guidance from the
University for our spring quarter courses. We know that course
cancellations will be a challenge for some of you, and we are committed
to finding flexible and creative solutions to these issues as they arise. If
you have questions about a particular course, please contact us. 
 
Finally, I have been heartened by the spirit of our community, and know
that we will weather these challenges together. Stay tuned for more
information about how to stay in touch with us and our amazing
student advisors through virtual office hours and our virtual ‘Earth
Systems Office’.
 
Take care,
 
Karen Casciotti 
Stanford University Associate Professor, Department of Earth System
Science Victoria and Roger Sant Director, Earth Systems Program
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For Winter Quarter, the Wellness
Liaisons from Earth Systems and
Sustainability Science and Practice
joined together to host YOGA
@WINDHOVER with guest instructor
Lizzie Frankel! Nutritious snacks were
provided to participants afterwards! 
 Missed out? There are plans to host
similar events in the future! Be on the
lookout for emails from your Wellness
Liaison, Tran Lam! 

ES Wellness Corner: 
Yoga @Windhover

Earth Systems Students Erin Pang, Davianna Olert, and Tran Lam in
the Lotus Position 

On March 10th,  Earth Systems seniors presented their capstone projects from EARTHSYS 210P via
Zoom. The projects spanned topics and mediums, showcasing the diverse interests and skills of the
students.  Below is a list of the presenters:
 

Earth Systems Senior Capstone Symposium



O'Donohue Family Stanford Educational Farm: News and
Highlights
Spring has just arrived at The O'Donohue
Family Stanford Educational Farm, and the
pretty pink blossoms of the stone fruit
orchard are in bloom. This is the first year
these trees will bear fruit, and we are looking
forward to peaches, nectarines, plums,
apricots, and cherries in a couple of months.
This winter quarter, student projects on the
farm included developing chicken and
composting worm curriculum, designing signs
for the Muwekma Ohlone educational garden,
and creating farm outreach flyers for CoOps.
  -Amy Bolan '20

Internship Advice from Internship Director, Suki Hoagland
I realize many of you are in limbo about your planned internships and have serious
concerns about their viability in a COVID-19 world. If you have completed your internship,
but have not fulfilled all the requirements, I encourage you to consider submitting them in
the coming weeks. Your proposal should have been approved by me before you began your
internship. At the end of your internship commitment, you will need to complete a self
evaluation and a final deliverable. Your mentor also needs to submit a supervisor
evaluation. All of these documents can be submitted through Anahid at
anahids@stanford.edu. Remember, if your internship was a research project, go ahead and
write a 15 page technical paper. If you are considering a different kind of deliverable,
please contact me at shh@stanford.edu so that we can design a suitable product, together. 
 
If you simply can’t think about your internship right now and have enrolled in EarthSys
260, don’t worry, just let me know and I will continue to submit a grade of “n” for you. “n”
means work in progress, not “no credit.” If you have secured an internship, but it has not
begun, I suggest you contact your supervisor and see if you can make a plan for how to
proceed remotely. Think creatively and see if you can propose some options that will allow
your internship to go forward. It is too early to know if an internship planned to begin in
late June will be a possibility, but here too, think of some contingency plans to offer.
 
If it is clear your internship cannot be completed, confirm this with your supervisor and
contact me at shh@stanford.edu. We can work together to make a new plan. I am here to
help in any way I can!                                               

                                   -Suki Hoagland, Ph.D.
 



It may have been only a single red-tailed hawk darting a touch too close, but the snow geese sense
danger and rise. They are a cloud. They are a wind. They are bird made weather made bird once
more. Looking through my binoculars, my eyes blind with their white thrumming mass. You can hear
the noise of it, even from where we stand, a couple hundred meters away: a symphony of wingbeat
and birdsong that swells and sinks and swells once more with the geese, who seem, as one feathered
creature, to be searching for something, the edges of the mass brushing the ground, and then
swinging upwards once more.Eventually they settle exactly where they took off from, in Merced
Wildlife Refuge, three hours away from Stanford in the Central Valley. I have come here for the first
time, on a field trip with the Stanford Birdwatching Club.“I wonder if we’ll be able to see that in thirty
years,” someone says.“I wonder if we’ll be able to see that in ten,” I say. The cynicism is instinctive
now: after all, the world is burning and climate change can’t be stopped and ecological devastation
rages largely unchecked and so on and so forth.But as we drive away, I look back at where a smaller
flock has startled upwards. They smudge over the horizon line. We pass through corn rows and cow
pastures where groups of geese have settled at the edge of ponds; people have planted these fields
for the birds, so they do not destroy the fields of nearby farmers, and so they return, year on year, in
their great gorgeous storm.

From a grounding discussion held by Black Earth Farms, students learned how growing the food for our
communities need to be healthy is a form of active resistance against racism, capitalism, and patriarchy. Putting the
liberation ethic into work, Black Earth Farms had attendees break up into workshops on land rematriation, creative
writing, practicing yoga and meditation, planting vegetables and harvesting flowers, and around healing
intergenerational trauma. At closing, we gathered in a circle and Black Earth Farms encouraged attendees to reflect
on the spaces held. To the beat of a drum, we danced for our ancestors. A few Saturdays later (the 22nd), fifteen
students traveled to the East Bay to harvest, weed, and plant with Black Earth Farms. Going up to work the land
with them after they had visited us in the South Bay felt like we were visiting each other's homes. Gathering to
work, talk, and share a meal together allowed us to practice sacred ways of organizing and being in community with
one another. Thank you to our sponsors-- the Woods Institute, the Center for Ethics in Society, the Center
on Comparative Studies in Race & Ethnicity, the Center on Food Security and the Environment, Black Student
Union, Students for a Sustainable Stanford, the Haas Center, the Outdoor Center, Stanford Residential Education,
Columbae, 576 Alvarado, and Enchanted Broccoli Forest--  for supporting students' engagement with food
sovereignty and collective organizing.

Merced Wildlife Refuge with the Stanford Birdwatching Club

The Earth Systems Writers Collective

-Tanvi Gupta  '23

Stanford ROOTS, in collaboration with Students for
Environmental and Racial Justice and Black Student
Union, put on the February 1st Free the Land event, in
which ten members from the Black Earth Farms
collective came to the O'Donohue Farm to spread
education on food sovereignty and land liberation. They
started by leading the seventy attendees through song as
we called our ancestors into the space, circled up around
an alter at the base of a Yuukis (coast live oak) tree. 

Free the Land event with 
Black Earth Farms collective
at O'Donohue Farm 

-Nancy Chang '20



Before I began my M.A. in environmental
communication, I wasn’t sure what to
expect. What would I study? What would I
do after graduation? So, I asked several of
the alumni of the program. Based on those
interviews, I compiled the M.A. directory.
The directory briefly describes what each
M.A. alum studied and what they were
doing in Fall 2019. I learned that M.A.
alumni studied many different topics and
have pursued many different careers,
including journalism, strategic
communication, consulting, and medical
research. Each alum has also provided
some advice for current and future
students. Highlights include getting a
moped and becoming friends with Tom—
not to worry, these are not causally
linked. All of the alumni were incredibly
generous with their time and thoughts, and
they would be happy to talk with others. I
hope that students can use the directory as
a launching point for further conversation. 
A working draft can be found on the Earth
System's webpage and at the link here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13
a1dZZ31KKlEnYfoDxl5uK-
MrvLxYOJKx0TA18kIvP8/edit?usp=sharing 

Apr 15 - ES 10 Head TA Apps 
Apr 30 - Honors Program Apps
May 1- Student Advisor Apps
May 12 - Spring Qtr. Coterm Apps
TBD- Coterm Orientation

 
DEADLINES: 

 
School of Earth Updates for Spring 2020:
https://earth.stanford.edu/covid-19 
 
 

The Earth Systems Newsletter is distributed quarterly. To learn more about the Earth Systems Program, visit earthsystems.stanford.edu.
To subscribe or unsubscribe to the e-newsletter, e-mail your request to Anahid Babekian anahids@stanford.edu

Newsletter Coordinators: Anahid Babekian and Melissa Vallejo

Questions? Concerns? 
We're here for you!

M.A. Environmental
Communication Alumni
Directory by Julia Goolsby 
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Karen Casciotti, Director 
kcasciotti@stanford.edu

 
Richard Nevle, Deputy Director

rnevle@stanford.edu
 

Deana Fabbro-Johnston, Associate Director
deana@stanford.edu

 
Thomas Hayden , Professor of the Practice

thayden@stanford.edu
 

Anahid Babekian, Assistant Director of Student Services
anahids@stanford.edu, T 650.725.7427 

 
Melissa Vallejo, Program Administrator 

mvallejo@stanford.edu, T 650.723.8112 
 

Suki Hoagland, Internship Director, Lecturer
shh@stanford.edu
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