School of Earth Sciences

Sample MOU for Research/Field Assistants

PLEASE DO NOT USE THIS VERBATIM – 

ADAPT FOR YOUR OWN PROJECT AND SITUATION


FIELD SEASON 2011, Phase I:  Managing forest communities in a changing climate: identifying social and ecological responses to yellow-cedar decline in southeast Alaska’s coastal rainforests
Research Assistant Agreement 

Payment:  Research assistant travel expenses will be covered by the project (to and from Alaska and site travel), and food (while in the backcountry) will also be covered.  Housing will be covered in Juneau and Sitka, but food in town (very few days) will be a personal expense.  You will be paid a research assistant stipend of $3500.00.  The timeline for payment is flexible and will be determined mutually, but no advances will be made prior to start date.  Research assistants are personally responsible for any tax paperwork related to payment (reportable as 1099 miscellaneous income).  

Timeline:  Arrive in Juneau June 19th.  Some work may occur via distance in preparation or arrival date may be adjusted.  But any changes would be mutually agreed upon. The end date will be determined together with project leader but it is agreed to fall between Aug 20-24th, departing from Sitka or Juneau.  

Professionalism:  Research assistants agree to behave professionally at all times while working on this project.  Although data collection will occur at remote sites, research assistants will be expected to act in a professional manner in the field and while in town in both Sitka and Juneau.  Essentially, assistants will be representing the project throughout the duration of their time in Alaska and will be expected to act appropriately.  Research assistants will refrain from using drugs or alcohol while conducting the survey or any work related to this project.  

Training:  All research assistants must attend the kayak training session arranged for the team in Sitka and agree to abide by the rules and guidelines discussed in any additional training provided by the Forest Service.  All research assistants must carry their First Aid / CPR or higher level training cards with them at all times. 

Health & Safety:  We will be in extremely remote backcountry for 10-14 day intervals.  For this reason, the team will follow mutually agreed upon safety protocols and execute radio check-ins daily with the local Forest Service.  All members of the team will be trained to use all methods of communication (marine radio, Forest Service radio, sat phone, SPOT Connect) prior to going into the study sites in case of emergency.  Research assistants are responsible for their own medical coverage and accept full responsibility of medical costs if they elect no coverage.  In case of remote emergency, the U.S. Coast Guard and District Forest Service will be first points of contact for evacuation. 
Proprietary Data:  Data gathered through this study is the property of LEAD INVESTIGATOR under the auspices of Stanford University.  Research assistants will not, in the present or future, use the data gathered to publish papers, studies, articles or books or to make presentations without prior explicit and written consent from Lauren.  Public use of any photographic or video documentation obtained in the field will require approval from LEAD INVESTIGATOR.  

Liability:  By agreeing to serve as a research assistant on this project, assistants accept full responsibility for all risks associated with this remote backcountry research.  Research assistants are engaging in this research and all the associated risks (i.e. travel in float planes, camping in bear territory, traipsing in woods without trails) on their own free will and the project leader cannot be held liable under any circumstances.  The following section details this Release of Liability:

As an assistant on this project, I acknowledge, understand, and agree that:

1.  The risk of injury from the activities of this research as well as camping and traveling in Alaska is significant, including the potential for permanent disability and death.  While particular safety practices and personal discipline will minimize this risk, the risk of serious injury does exist; 

2.  I KNOWINGLY AND FREELY ASSUME ALL SUCH RISKS, both known and unknown, EVEN IF ARISING FROM THE NEGLIGENCE of those persons released from liability below, and I assume full responsibility for my participation; and

3.  I understand that the activities of this research are potentially dangerous.  If I observe any unusual or unnecessary hazard during my participation, I will bring such to the attention of the team and the local partners;

4.  I, for myself and on behalf of my heirs, assigns, personal representatives and next of kin, HEREBY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS LEAD INVESTIGATOR, all members of her family, and Stanford University, WITH RESPECT TO ANY AND ALL INJURY, DISABILITY, DEATH, or loss or damage of personal property, WHETHER CAUSED BY THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEE OR OTHERWISE, except that which is caused by wanton misconduct.

5.  I acknowledge that while participating in this project, medical insurance coverage is not being provided for me by either LEAD INVESTIGATOR or Stanford University. I further acknowledge that I am fully responsible for the cost of any and all medical and health services and/or evacuation I may require as the result of personal accident, illness, or injury unless covered by such public services as the U.S. Coast Guard search and rescue response. 
6.  I understand that this Release of Liability Agreement and Contract covers each and every activity for which I participate in during my entire stay in Alaska with this project.
I have read and understand the research assistant contract and release of liability.  I FULLY UNDERSTAND THESE TERMS, UNDERSTAND THAT I HAVE GIVEN UP SUBSTANTIAL RIGHTS BY SIGNING IT, AND SIGN IT FREELY AND VOLUNTARY.  Lauren E. Oakes, the principal researcher, has reviewed the above guidelines with me. I agree to abide by these guidelines throughout the duration of this project.

_______________________________________________________________________
Research Assistant Name




Date

____________________________________

Signature
_______________________________________________________________________

Project Lead Investigator Name 




            Date

____________________________________

Signature
June 2011


