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I. Potential Topics for Discussion:

1. Coursework (see chart on following page)

a. Defining two areas of depth

b. Demonstrating breadth

c. “When am I done?!” – units, distributions, etc.

2. Research

a. Developing a proposal- as a part of an existing project, or from your own ideas

b. Integrating and synthesizing two + disciplines in a dissertation project

c. Structuring the dissertation: traditional one large manuscript vs. several (hopefully published/publishable), related chapters

3. Teaching

a. Brainstorm other courses to TA based on interests, discuss process to pursue TA opportunities (including funding requirements)

b. Coursework or other training to improve teaching skills

4. Professional Development

a. Goals & action plan for skills to develop to complement IPER training. For example:

i. Communication (media training, public speaking and communication, science writing)

ii. Specialized scientific, technical, or analytical skills

iii. Skills from working outside of academia at a government, research, NGO, or other institution.

b. Developing professional networks (conferences, listservs, journals to read, membership in professional organizations, etc.)

c. Finding potential mentors & colleagues  within & outside of Stanford

d. Publishing- how, when, & why; strategies and tips.

5. Outreach & service

a. Fostering connections with non-academic communities (schools, NGOs industry, government) with whom to share the results of Stanford work

b. Academic Service 

i. Within Stanford, integrating IPER with other communities (GSB, Environmental Law Society, G&ES Graduate Student Advisory Committee, etc.)

ii. Between other universities with similar interdisciplinary programs (Columbia, Duke…)- fostering exchange (potential conference?)

iii. IPER Program service (Executive Committee, student recruitment/admissions, program feedback)  

6. Degree Logistics

a. Establishing connections with a primary advisor/ lab group

b. Committee formation

c. Funding- grant applications (when, which to apply for)

d. Qualifying Exams- When to take them, how to prepare

e. Making & reporting progress

7. Life after IPER

a. Goals for employment upon graduation, and after

b. Connections/skills to gain now to position well for life after IPER 

II. Existing and Proposed Coursework & Experiences 

To Fulfill the IPER Breadth & Depth Requirements

	
	Natural Sciences
	Institutions, Culture, Law, & Politics
	Economics & Policy Analysis
	Technology & Engineering

	Previously Completed
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Proposed


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


III. Program Focus and Objectives
Please describe your individual program focus and objectives, including your approach and a title for your program, as you currently envision them. For example, for a program titled “Ecosystem Services: An Economic and Anthropological Approach to Conservation,” areas of focus might include local and native knowledge and use of the environment, and economic models to value non-market goods. Some objectives might include gaining skills in: designing, planning, and analyzing an ethnographic survey; working with local NGOs and other institutions; and communicating research results to the public and policymakers. Approach might include a combination of coursework, ecological field work, interviews, economic modeling, and work/internship/research experiences. 

Program Title:

Areas of Disciplinary Focus:

Objectives:

Approach:

IV. Preliminary Thesis Ideas

To foster helpful discussion and advising, please fill out as much of the following as appropriate. 

Potential research question(s):

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Background/current work in this area (state of the art or key references): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Significance/application of topic: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Research objectives:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Methodologies:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Potential collaborators and mentors:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Interdisciplinary nature of the problem and approach to thesis:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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V. Proposed Timetable. Use this grid as a guide during your advising meeting to structure your plans. Include key dates such as finishing coursework, finishing research, and finishing dissertation.
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